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and oblations to God, on occasions of import-
ance to themselves; as after the performance of
the rite of circumcision in particular, grand pro-
cessions were formed conveying the youthful
Mussulmaun, richly attired, attended by music,
&c. and offering presents of money and sweet-
meats at the shrine which contains their Emaum's
sacred relic. On these occasions the beggars
of every denomination were benefited by the
liberality of the grateful father, and the offer-
ings at the shrine became the property of the
guardian of the Durgah, who, it was expected,
would deal out from his receipts to the neces-
sitous as occasions served.

" This custom is still observed, with equal
veneration for the shrine and its deposit; and
when a lady recovers from the perils attendant
on giving to her husband's house a desired heir,
she is conveyed, with all the pomp and parade
due to her rank in life to this Durgah, at-
tended by her female relatives, friends, domes-
tics, eunuchs, and slaves, in covered convey-
ances ; in her train are gentlemen on horseback,
in palkies, or on elephants, to do honour to